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Abstract

The study investigated the role of public employee's psychological factors in his/ her tendency to
commit corrupt/ethical workplace practices. The study compared psychological traits of 20 large
financial corruption crime perpetrators, whose condemnation has been proved judicially, to 20 of
their counterparts, who are characterized by high integrity. The contemplated differences in
individual's behavioral tendencies dissimilarity were analyzed in light of situational factors that
shaped individual's workplace context.

The research design combined two approaches; qualitative (through units of observation narrating
individuals’ biographies, and analyzing data at the narrative level, as well as at themes level across
narratives) and quantitative (through units of observation filling questionnaires intended to measure
psychological traits of the individuals under study, and testing difference between the two groups
pertaining each trait using Mann-Whitney U Test).

The results showed significant differences between the two groups in the traits of
Machiavellianism, Narcissism, Integrity, and Hedonism. Corrupt officials are characterized by
having higher Machiavellianism, Narcissism, Hedonism and lower Integrity. No significant
differences were found between the two groups in Religiosity and Social skill. The results also
showed a reciprocal relation between individual's traits and situational factors pertinent to
corruption opportunity. The results and their conceptual as well as applied implications were
discussed.
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